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DISPATCHES,.

B SOVIET UNION: C.L.A. Profiles
SSTITIETs Known about Soviet leaders that the smallest bit
of gossip is worthy of attention. Recently, ‘‘Dispatches’’ ob-
tained a number of classified profiles of Soviet officials, in-
cluding Konstantin Chernenko, prepared by the Central In-
telligence Agency. We would like to share two morsels of
Langley gossip, one about the ailing leader and one about a
prominent figure in the next generation of Soviet leadership.
Of Chernenko, the profile says:
He came to this country in April, 1974, as a member of the
Soviet delegation to a special session of the U.N. General
Assembly. During his stay he also visited the Department of
State to observe its office procedures, management tools and
automatic data processing systems, U.S. officials who met
him on that visit found Chernenko to be an extroverted, un-
sophisticated individual who readily engaged in small talk.

Sounds like a good match for President Reagan.
Another C.I.A. assessment has this to say about the

" editor of Pravda,Viktor Afanas’yev:

While Afanas’yev has no direct career ties with any member
of the Soviet leadership, he probably has'few detractors
among them: Whether from personal conviction or a recog-
nition of the political realities, he has remained a steadfast
“middle-of-the-roader’’ during recent years, his views ap-
parently consistent with the official consensus. An illustra-
tion of Afanas’yev’s typically balanced approach is his stand
-on the application of technology to economic management:,
While advocating the widespread use of computers as a
management tool (a fairly progressive idea in the Soviet con-
'text), he has balanced that stand with a warning that techni-
cians in charge of those computers must always remain under

close party control. . . . according to Boris Strel’nikov, a
Pravda commentator on U.S. affairs, Afanas’yev is a dandy
and the butt of many jokes; his clothes, manners, and taste
in food and women are all subjects of considerable gossip.
Strel’nikov hastened to add, however, that Afanas’ yevisan -
extremely able chief editor. . : L
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B U.S.: The Mengele Hunt—and Beydnd B o

Bowing to heavy pressure, Attorney General William
French Smith has finally ordered a full-scale investiga-
tion into the whereabouts of the.notorious Nazi war crim-
inal Dr. Josef Mengele. According to documents.obtained

from the Army under the Freedom. of Information Act by '

the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles, the Auschwitz
physician may have been arrested by U.S..authorities in
Austria in 1947 and subsequently released. It is believed that
he fled to South America and that now, at 73, he lives ina
restricted military compound in Paraguay. . ...
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If the allegations about U.S. complicity in Mengele’s
flight prove correct, -echoing the results of the Justice
Department’s investigation into the Klaus Barbie case, the
questions about the U.S. government’s postwar policies
toward Nazis will be raised to a new pitch of urgency. .

One of the first questions is why several government agen-
cies were working at cross-purposes. Documents in the
Harry S. Truman Library show that during the same period
that Army Intelligence was hiding Barbie and allegedly
rel€asE yﬁengele, State Department officials had - dis-
covered a plan to organize a network of Nazis and. their
sympathizers to rebuild ‘“‘German war potential outside of
[Germany].”* An October 10, 1946, memorandum to Assist-
ant Secretary of State Will Clayton states:

The department has recently obtained confirmation of
previous reports that a plan was in existence to smuggle Ger-
man “‘activists”’ from Spain to Argentina. Many Abwehr
agents are known to be at liberty in Argentina. Others, such .
as Juan Sindreu Cavatorta, a Spaniard, and Helmuth Johan-
nes Christian Carl Reuther, have recently been traced there.

According to the memo, a former Nazi agent picked up
for questioning by U.S. authorities ‘‘admitted that the Ger-
man militar; intelligenge service, Abwehr, survived in
skeleton form In Spain and that it had been provided with -
funds to keep itself operative in Argentina until relations
between the Allied Nations ‘deteriorate to the point of
war.’”

The State Department memo demonstrates that the issue
was not simply one of preventing the establishment of old-
boy networks of Nazi sympathizers. The memo quotes from
a document, dated August 30, 1944, that makes clear that
the dying Hitler regime worked closely with-German in-
dustrialists on a plan to safeguard *‘ ‘German interests’ in
the technical and engineering field in the Western Hemi-
sphere.” A cover organization called the Standards Com-
mission was set up chiefly to ‘‘assure control of Argentine
engineering and heavy industry from Germany.” On its
board were representatives from such firms as Krupp, AEG,

‘Wayss Y Freyiag and 'Deut,z, which ‘were “all dedicated to

the survival of German war potcntia}‘ outside of Germany
during Allied control of the homeland.”” o
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